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PRESSEINFORMATION
Osterreichischer Aero-Club

67. Gordon Bennett Rennen geht an Osterreich

Die Piloten-Crew Stefanie Liller und Christian Wagner, beide vom Internat. Pink Parachute
Club Vienna im Osterreichischen Aero-Club, haben am 17. September 2024 die FAl World
Long Distance Gas Balloon Championship fiir sich entschieden.

Der Start des legendiren Bewerbs 2026 erfolgt somit in Tradition von Osterreich aus — quasi
zum 120. Jubildum des Gordon-Benett-Bewerbs und zum 125. Jubildum des Osterr. Aero-
Clubs.

Der Gordon Bennett Cup ist seit 1906 der dlteste und prestigetrachtigste Wettbewerb in der
Luftfahrt — es fanden bereits 66 Bewerbe statt. Der bisher einzige Osterreicher, der diesen
Bewerb gewinnen konnte, war der legendare Flugsportler und AUA-Kapitan Joschi
Starkbaum, der 1993, also vor 31 Jahren, das Rennen das letzte Mal fir sich entscheiden
konnte: Starkbaum hatte diesen Bewerb weltrekordmaRig 6 Mal gewonnen.

Der 67. Bewerb wurde in Minster mit 21 Teams aus der ganzen Welt gestartet und das
Siegerteam Liller / Wagner konnte nach fast 3 Tagen und 2.111,17 km in der Luft das
Rennen fir sich entscheiden.

Der Ballonsport ist eine Sektion des Osterr. Aero-Club, der Breiten- und Spitzensport in 6
Flugsportsektionen — Modellflug, Ballonfahrt, Fallschirmspringen, Hiange- und Paragleiten,
Segelflug und Motorflug — mit knapp 20.000 Mitgliedern betreibt. Der Aero-Club vertritt die
Interessen der Sport- und Freizeitluftfahrt und fiihrt auch eine kleine effiziente Behorde
(FAA) fur die General Aviation. Vor allem ist der Aero-Club der Sportverband fiir die vielen
Breiten- und Spitzensportler:innen — Giber diesen Verband werden nicht nur viele nationale
Meisterschaften organisiert und ausgetragen, sondern auch zahlreiche Europa- und
Weltmeisterschaften.

Insbesondere bringen die Sportlerinnen und Sportler des Aero-Clubs auBerordentlich tolle
Ergebnisse im Spitzensport nach Hause — so diesmal im weltweit bekannten Gordon Bennett
Cup oder vor wenigen Tagen den 3. Platz in der Segelflug - WM in Texas mit Wolfgang
Janowitsch, der schon mehrfach Titel bei Europa- und Weltmeisterschaften erreicht hat.
Auch bei den Hangegleitern stellt der Aero-Club immer wieder Weltmeister — zum Beispiel
mehrmals mit Wolfgang Kothgasser aus der Steiermark oder im letzten Jahr mit Christian
Hofer aus Gloggnitz. Bei der grof3ten Sektion Modellflug wurde heuer bei der EM in Belgien
das Ausnahmetalent Gernot Bruckmann Vize-Europameister und das Junioren-Team
Europameister.

Prasident DI Wolfgang Malik
Osterreichischer Aero-Club
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Austria-2 wins the 67th Coupe Aéronautique Gordon Bennett after nail-biting finish

Minster, Germany, 17 September 2024 - In a breath-taking conclusion to the 67th Coupe
Aéronautique Gordon Bennett, Christian Wagner and Stefanie Liller of team Austria-2 emerged
victorious. The duo clinched the win after an exhilarating journey from Miinster, Germany, covering an
impressive distance of 2111.16 km aboard their gas balloon before touching down earlier today in
Sagres, at the southwestern tip of Portugal.

The competition, which began on Saturday, September 14, saw 21 gas balloons take to the skies.
Wagner and Liller's remarkable flight lasted 2 days, 20 hours, 34 minutes, and 40 seconds, culminating in
a very dramatic finish on Tuesday, September 17.

The race's climax was particularly intense as three teams - Austria-2, Switzerland-1, and Germany-3 -
converged on the Portuguese coast from different angles. Austria-2 and Switzerland-1 even approached
from over the sea, putting their piloting skills to the ultimate test. All three leading teams landed less than
three kilometres from each other, showcasing the fierce competition.

Switzerland-1, piloted by Kurt Frieden and Pascal Witprachtiger, claimed second place with a distance
of 2109.88 km, despite being the first to land. Germany-3, with Andreas Zumrode and Axel Hunnekuhl
at the helm, secured third place, touching down last but covering 2108.47 km.

Fans worldwide experienced Wagner and Liller's first Coupe Gordon Bennett victory in real-time through
livestream tracking and regular updates on the official Gordon Bennett TV YouTube channel.

After the launch the participating teams all headed south-west in a pack, travelling through Germany and
Luxembourg during the night. The teams flew through France during Sunday, with three teams landing
safely in France on Sunday 15 September, leaving 18 balloons to travel through a second night towards
the Pyrenees and Spanish border or further north over the Bay of Biscay. Twelve teams flew through a
third night.

The teams will return to Minster on 20 September for the Welcome Back party and attend the prize-giving
at the Awards Ceremony on 21 September.

About the Coupe Aéronautique Gordon Bennett

The Coupe Aéronautique Gordon Bennett, the FAl World Long Distance Gas Balloon Championship, is
the oldest and most prestigious event in aviation and the ultimate challenge for the pilots. Itis a story full
of adventure, skill, courage, survival and luck. The goal is simple: to fly the furthest non-stop distance
from the launch site.

The international competition was initiated by adventurer and newspaper tycoon James Gordon Bennett

Jr.in 1906, when 16 balloons launched from the Tuileries Gardens in Paris, France. Little did the crowd of
200,000 spectators know that this race was to continue throughout the 20th and 21st centuries. The next
edition of the race will take place in Metz, France on 5 September 2025.

The official results remain subject to final confirmation by the FAIl jury.
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NOTES FOR EDITORS

e Livetracking & leaderboard

e Event Website

e Images

e GBFacebook

e GBlInstagram

e GBX

e Youtube (Gordon Bennett TV)

e TVdistribution via Quattromedia:
o Launch: Online Clip #1, incl. press release
o Within 12-24h after last balloon lands: Online Clip #2 with winners, incl. press release
o Within 12-24h after last balloon lands: TV News with interviews

e FAllogo
e FAl mediacorner
CONTACT

Faustine Carrera
Communication Manager
communication@fai.org

About FAI

FAI, the World Air Sports Federation, is the world governing body for air sports and for certifying world
aviation and space records. It was founded in 1905 and is a nhon-governmental and non-profit-making
organisation recognised by the International Olympic Committee (I0C).

FAl activities include Aerobatics, Aeromodelling, Airships, Amateur-Built and Experimental Aircraft,
Ballooning, Drones, Gliding, Hang Gliding, Helicopters, Manpowered Flying, Microlights, Parachuting,
Paragliding, Paramotors, Power Flying and all other Aeronautic activities

and Space records.

Maison du Sport International | Av. de Rhodanie 54 | 1007 Lausanne | 0041213451070
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https://fai.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3f9c3d1fbda98e709fb819a78&id=c6e5ab20ae&e=fc516f7e00
https://fai.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3f9c3d1fbda98e709fb819a78&id=f0c2fc9f9b&e=fc516f7e00
https://fai.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3f9c3d1fbda98e709fb819a78&id=5f0bccb4c6&e=fc516f7e00
https://fai.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3f9c3d1fbda98e709fb819a78&id=c287a3064c&e=fc516f7e00
https://fai.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3f9c3d1fbda98e709fb819a78&id=1a20110afd&e=fc516f7e00
https://fai.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3f9c3d1fbda98e709fb819a78&id=67d27bafac&e=fc516f7e00
https://fai.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3f9c3d1fbda98e709fb819a78&id=fd9aaffd47&e=fc516f7e00
https://fai.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3f9c3d1fbda98e709fb819a78&id=c967ac9d6d&e=fc516f7e00
https://fai.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3f9c3d1fbda98e709fb819a78&id=4feebeb3e0&e=fc516f7e00
https://fai.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3f9c3d1fbda98e709fb819a78&id=ee382736bf&e=fc516f7e00
mailto:communication@fai.org?subject=FAI%20press%20release
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